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AIRWORTHINESS AND FLIGHT SAFETY REVIEW PROCESS

Dryden Flight Research Center
DCP-X-009
Revision: B

Objectives:
-to assure that research/airborne science projects are 
safe to fly and to maximize mission success
-to ensure compliance with Dryden policy
-for the chair of the AFSRB to determine the 
necessary procedures
-to review flight activities and tests involving all
 aircraft, critical flight systems and experimental
 facilities
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Select formal DIR 
committee with the 

advice of the 
Director of Safety 

(See Notes 2
and 3)

Use DHB-X-001 as 
guidance for 

investigating all 
matters that affect 
airworthiness and 

safety 

DIR Committee
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http://xnet.dfrc.nasa.gov/IsoDocs/approved.links/DHB-X-001.pdf


Note 3

DIR composition depends upon vehicle, mission, 
and technologies involved.

DIR chair is an expert senior technical person

Note 2
Criteria for chartering DIR:
- New project or operation with assumptions of
  risk
- Phased project requiring approval to enter
  succeeding  phase
- Project exceeding limit previously approved by
  AFSRB
- After major modification(s) to aircraft

Open items 
closed out at 

tech brief?

Note 1

Plans and Preparations will include the following:

- project description
- operations summary
- aircraft/experiment development status/
   readiness
- ground systems readiness
- analyses/simulations
- system safety analysis
- schedule
- Configuration Control Board (CCB) actions
   closed out
- issues/project requests

Respond to open 
action items and 
recommendations

Address closure of 
open action items 

at tech brief
per DCP-X-008
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http://xnet.dfrc.nasa.gov/IsoDocs/approved.links/DCP-X-008.pdf
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DATE APPROVED                              ISSUE         PAGE     AMENDMENT DETAILS

1/4/99                                                   Baseline

4/15/99                                                 Rev A           All             Modified signature block from "Approved" to "Electronically Approved by". In 
all blocks containing the words "Approval Directive", the word "memo" was added. Modified block 4 of the "Project Manager/Mission 
Manager" on page 1 and block 3 on page 2.  Modified block 1 of "FRR Committee" on page 2. 

See IDMS Document Master List          Rev B          All              Page 1:  Modified block 5 of "AFSRB Chair"and changed "Flight Readiness 
Review  (FRR)" to "Dryden Independent Review (DIR)" in block 6, added 2nd block to "Center Director",  and modified block 4 of "Project 
Manager/Mission Manager".  Page 2: Modified blocks 3 & 6 of "AFSRB Chair", added 2nd block to the "Center Director", and modified block 
3 of "Project Manager/Mission Manager". Page 3: added block 1 for "Center Director", modified block 2 of "Project Manager/Mission 
Manager", and changed "FRR" to "DIR" in Notes 2 & 3. 


